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Trial: The word ‘trial ’ means an attempt to produce a 
particular event which is neither certain nor 
impossible. 

For example: Throwing a die, tossing a coin, etc. 

Independent trials: 

Trials are said to be independent in relation to an event if the 
probability of the event in any trial is not affected by the 
supplementary information about the results of any number of 
other trials. 

Example of independent trial: Tossing a coin repeatedly and 
noting if head appears or not. 

Example of dependent trial: Drawing balls from a bag, 
containing a specified number of red and blue balls, one by 
one without replacement and noting their colour.  
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BERNOULLIAN TRIALS 

A series of trials are said to be Bernoullian series of trials if 

 the possible results of any trial can be divided into two classes   
i.e., ‘success’ and ‘failure ‘. 

 the trials are independent. 

 the probability of success (or that of failure) remains constant 
from trial to trial. 

n tosses of an unbiased coin will give a set of Bernoullian trials, 
where getting head may be regarded as a success with 

probability  ½  in each trial.  
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BERNOULLI DISTRIBUTION 

X (a random variable) 

1 (or success) with  
probability  p. 

0 (or failure) with  
probability  q = 1-p. 

Probability – mass function of X is 
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If X is the number of successes in n Bernoullian trials, 
then X ~ Bin(n,p). 
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Number of successes 
in n trials. 

Bernoulli variable, taking value 0 or 1, with 
prob. p of success and q of failure.  
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BINOMIAL DISTRIBUTION 

If X ~ Bin(n,p), then the probability – mass 
function is given by 

1.,0

;10;,.....,2,1,0,)(



 

qpelsewhere

pnxqpnxXP xnx

cx

Mr. Pradip Panda, Statistics Department, 
Serampore College 



Properties:   npMeani )

.1;).(.;)() 2 pqnpqdsnpqXVarii  

)61(3);() 222

43 pqnpqqpnpqnpqiii  

.)1(int

mod,)1(

mod;1)1(

)1(mod,int

)1(mod)

pnincontainedegergreatestthe

beingethefractionalispnwhen

aluniisondistributitheagainpn

andpnbeingestwotheegeran

ispnwhenalbiisondistributiTheiv











.
61

3;
)(

)
2

2

4
2

2

3

2

2

3
1

npq

pq

npq

pq
v

















Mr. Pradip Panda, Statistics Department, 
Serampore College 



.) 11
npq

pq
isskewnessofmeasureAvi


 

Distribution 

Positively skewed, when p<q or p<1/2. 

Symmetric, when p=q or p=1/2. 

Negatively skewed, when p>q or p>1/2. 
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Distribution: 

Leptokurtic, when 1-6pq>0 or pq<1/6. 

Mesokurtic, when 1-6pq=0 or pq=1/6. 

Platykurtic, when 1-6pq<0 or pq>1/6 
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RECURSION RELATION FOR MOMENTS 

Statement: }{ 11
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MEAN DEVIATION ABOUT MEAN 
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MODE  OF BINOMIAL DISTRIBUTION 
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FITTING OF BINOMIAL DISTRIBUTION 

A survey of 320 families with 5 children each revealed the 
following distribution: 

No. of 

Boys 

0 1 2 3 4 5 

No. of 

families 

12 40 88 110 56 14 

Fit a binomial distribution to the data and find the expected 
frequencies for different classes. 
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Solution: Let X denote the no. of boys in a family of 5 
children, p be the probability that a child is a 
boy. 

X ~ Bin (5,p) . Here, p is unknown. p is estimated by 
the method of moments.  
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Expected frequency of x is 320 x f(x). 

Recursion relation is  
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* Obtained by P( X = 5 ) = 1-[P(X=0)+P(X=1)+P(X=2)+P(X=3)+P(X=4)] 
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SOME REAL LIFE SITUATIONS OF BINOMIAL 
DISTRIBUTION 

 Failure and success in examination. 
 
Literate and illiterate people in a community. 
 
 Arrival and non arrival of ships in the ports. 
 
 Infection and non infection by diseases. 
 
 Percentage of boys and girls in a given 
population. 
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